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Early Anabaptist Spirituality
"There is no crime for those who have Christ," claimed a fifth-century zealot, neatly expressing the belief of religious
extremists that righteous zeal for God trumps worldly law. This book provides an in-depth and penetrating look at religious
violence and the attitudes that drove it in the Christian Roman Empire of the fourth and fifth centuries, a unique period
shaped by the marriage of Christian ideology and Roman imperial power. Drawing together materials spanning a wide
chronological and geographical range, Gaddis asks what religious conflict meant to those involved, both perpetrators and
victims, and how violence was experienced, represented, justified, or contested. His innovative analysis reveals how various
groups employed the language of religious violence to construct their own identities, to undermine the legitimacy of their
rivals, and to advance themselves in the competitive and high-stakes process of Christianizing the Roman Empire. Gaddis
pursues case studies and themes including martyrdom and persecution, the Donatist controversy and other sectarian
conflicts, zealous monks' assaults on pagan temples, the tyrannical behavior of powerful bishops, and the intrigues of
church councils. In addition to illuminating a core issue of late antiquity, this book also sheds light on thematic and
comparative dimensions of religious violence in other times, including our own.

Coptic Church Review
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Catholic Prayer
The most in-depth and scholarly panorama of Western spirituality ever attempted! In one series, the original writings of the
universally acknowledged teachers of the Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Jewish, Islamic and Native American
traditions have been critically selected, translated and introduced by internationally recognized scholars and spiritual
leaders. The texts are first-rate, and the introductions are informative and reliable. The books will be a welcome addition to
the bookshelf of every literate religious persons". -- The Christian Century

Sobornost
Sobornost Incorporating Eastern Churches Review
This companion brings together a team of contemporary theologians and writers to provide substantial introductions to the
key people who shaped the Christian story and tradition. A substantial reference work, bringing together over 75 entries on
the most important and influential theologians in the history of Christianity Structured accessibly around five periods: early
centuries, middle ages, reformation period, the Enlightenment, and the twentieth-century to the present A to Z entries
range from substantial essays to shorter overviews, each of which locates the theologian in their immediate context,
summarizes the themes of their work, and explains their significance Covers a broad span of theologians, from Augustine to
Thomas Aquinas, through to C. S. Lewis, James Cone, and Rosemary Radford Reuther Provides profiles of key Catholic,
protestant, evangelical, and progressive theologians Includes a useful timeline to orientate the reader, reading lists, and a
glossary of key terms

The Spiritual Life
The Syriac translation of Sebastian Brock's The Teaching of the Syrian Fathers on Prayer, an anthology of writings from the
Syriac tradition that focus on prayer and the spiritual life.

Prayer and Worship in Eastern Christianities, 5th to 11th Centuries
The observation that scholarly work on the Bible is of little use to theologians is the starting premise for this volume. As a
possible solution to this impasse, the contributors explore the potential insights provided by a distinct tradition of biblical
interpretation that has its roots in both the patristic School of Antioch and in the Syriac Fathers, such as Ephrem and Jacob
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of Sarug, and which has survived and developed in the Churches of the Antiochene Patrimony, such as the Maronite and
Syriac.

Earthen Vessels
From the Foreword by Kallistos Ware, Bishop of Diokleia— Isaac the Syrian, also called Isaac of Nineveh, lived and wrote
during "the golden age of Syriac Christian literature" in the seventh century. Cut off by language and politics from the
Churches of the Roman Empire and branded "Nestorian," the Church of the East produced in isolation a rich theological
literature which is only now becoming known to outsiders. Yet over the centuries and in all parts of Christendom, Isaac's
works have been read and recommended as unquestionably orthodox. Now, at last, to my great delight, we have at our
disposal a single book in English, offering us a balanced and comprehensive overview of Isaac's life, background and
teaching. Wisely, Fr. Hilarion Alfeyev has allowed Isaac to speak for himself. The book is full of well-chosen quotations, in
which Isaac's true voice can be heard. Saint Isaac of Syria was an ascetic, a mountain solitary, but his writings are universal
in scope. They are addressed not just to the desert but to the city, not just to monastics but to all the baptized. With sharp
vividness he speaks about themes relevant to every Christian: about repentance and humility, about prayer in its many
forms, both outer and inner, about solitude and community, about silence, wonder, and ecstasy. Along with the emphasis
that he places upon "luminous love"—to use his own phrase—two things above all mark his spiritual theology: his sense of
God as living mystery; and his warm devotion to the Saviour Christ.

Malpanūtā dĕ ab̄āhātā suryāyē dĕ ʻal ẓlota
The Doubleday Christian Quotation Collection
The Path of Christianity
A study of Syriac Christianity up to the early fifth century CE, its beliefs and worship, its life and art. This book offers a vivid
picture of the development and character of the culture, illustrating both its original close relationship to Judaism and its
remoter background in Mesopotamian civilization.

Singer of the Word of God
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Inner Christianity
In the face of hurtful public dialogue and worldwide conflict, many Christians want to practice and experience genuine
compassion. After all, centuries of Christian teachings have insisted that compassion is at the heart of the Christian life.
"Love your enemies," Jesus said in Luke 6:35-36. "Do good to them. Be compassionate, just as God is compassionate." How
do we become more compassionate toward others, especially our enemies? And since Jesus told us to love our neighbors as
ourselves, how do we practice being compassionate toward ourselves? Join Andrew Dreitcer, codirector of the Center for
Engaged Compassion, in exploring how certain Christian spiritual practices are compassion practices. Discover how ancient
as well as contemporary practices can shape your life, helping you become more compassionate in today's world. Dreitcer
introduces you to the Compassion Practice, a compassion formation process that has been developed in the last decade.
Each chapter includes a "Review and Practice" section to help you apply what you learned. Uncover and learn how to
express your innate compassion within you, and find out how to turn your desire for compassion into a life centered in
genuine, lasting compassion.

Syriac and Antiochian Exegesis and Biblical Theology for the 3rd Millennium
An introduction to mystical and esoteric Christianity for the general reader, this book takes an in-depth look at the deeper,
symbolic meanings behind the central concepts and practices of the Christian tradition including prayer, love, evil,
forgiveness and salvation.

The Way of the Fathers
Prayer and Worship in Eastern Christianities, 5th to 11th Centuries forges a new conversation about the diversity of
Christianities in the medieval eastern Mediterranean, centered on the history of practice, looking at liturgy, performance,
prayer, poetry, and the material culture of worship. It studies prayer and worship in the variety of Christian communities
that thrived from late antiquity to the middle ages: Byzantine Orthodoxy, Syrian Orthodoxy, and the Church of the East.
Rather than focusing on doctrinal differences and analyzing divergent patterns of thought, the essays address common
patterns of worship, individual and collective prayer, hymnography and liturgy, as well as the indigenous theories that
undergirded Christian practices. The volume intervenes in standard academic discourses about Christian difference with an
exploration of common patterns of celebration, commemoration, and self-discipline. Essays by both established and
promising, younger scholars interrogate elements of continuity and change over time – before and after the rise of Islam,
both under the control of the Eastern Roman Empire and in the lands of successive caliphates. Groups distinct in their
allegiances nevertheless shared a common religious heritage and recognized each other – even in their differences – as
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kinds of Christianity. A series of chapters explore the theory and practice of prayer from Greco-Roman late antiquity to the
Syriac middle ages, highlighting the transmission of monastic discourses about prayer, especially among Syrian and
Palestinian ascetic teachers. Another set of essays examines localization of prayer within churches through inscriptions,
donations, dedications, and incubation. Other chapters treat the composition and transmission of hymns to adorn the
liturgy and articulate the emotions of the Christian calendar, structuring liturgical and eschatological time.

The Syriac Fathers on Prayer and the Spiritual Life
A collection of five thousand quotations on more than five hundred themes includes indexes to sources and key words

The Student's Companion to the Theologians
This fourth collection by Sebastian Brock focuses on three areas: the christology of the Church of the East, with the
argument that the traditional characterisation of this Church as 'Nestorian' is not only unsatisfactory, but also thoroughly
misleading; the distinctive phraseology of the invocations to the Holy Spirit in the Syriac liturgical tradition, hearkening back
to Jewish roots; and two important early Commentaries on the Liturgy.

Celtic Spirituality
Early Syriac Theology
From the pious to the practical, the reflections of the Fathers of the Church cover virtually every aspect of the Christian life.
Noted author Mike Aquilina has compiled their ancient axioms into a concise collection of comments designed for busy,
modern readers. Pray with the poetry of St. Gregory Nazianzen. Find clear direction in the practical advice of St. Jerome.
And, let your heart turn toward the heavenly Jerusalem, following the 1,000 timeless treasures in The Way of the Fathers. "A
power-packed collection of the Fathers' concise, clear, and challenging statements on issues still relevant to Christians
today. A helpful tool, for anyone seeking to live the authentic Gospel life as understood by the first Christians."

Scenting Salvation
"Susan Ashbrook Harvey has surely produced the definitive analysis of the role of scent in Early Christian ritual and
theological discourse. This is a welcome new trajectory in the study of religion and the body."—Patricia Cox Miller, author of
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The Cultural Turn in Late Ancient Studies: Gender, Asceticism, and Historiography

Ages of the Spiritual Life
With a combination of essay-length and short entries written by a team of leading religious experts, the two-volume
Encyclopedia of Eastern Orthodoxy offers the most comprehensive guide to the cultural and intellectual world of Eastern
Orthodox Christianity available in English today. An outstanding reference work providing the first English language multivolume account of the key historical, liturgical, doctrinal features of Eastern Orthodoxy, including the Non-Chalcedonian
churches Explores of the major traditions of Eastern Orthodoxy in detail, including the Armenian, Byzantine, Coptic,
Ethiopic, Slavic, Romanian, Syriac churches Uniquely comprehensive, it is edited by one of the leading scholars in the field
and provides authoritative but accessible articles by a range of top international academics and Orthodox figures Spans the
period from Late Antiquity to the present, encompassing subjects including history, theology, liturgy, monasticism,
sacramentology, canon law, philosophy, folk culture, architecture, archaeology, martyrology, hagiography, all alongside a
large and generously detailed prosopography Structured alphabetically and topically cross-indexed, with entries ranging
from 100 to 6,000 words

The Place of Christ in Liturgical Prayer
We are surrounded today by many spiritualities - Native American, Buddhist, Sufi, from the Kabbalah, to name a few. But
how does one discern the truth in them? Paul Evdokimov's spirituality is open to God, the world and to the neighbour. It is
the spirituality of the Church and is rooted in the Bible and liturgy, but entwined with everyday life, a spirituality that is truly
for the life of the world.

Symbols of Church and Kingdom
The aim of this selection of excerpts translated from Syriac writers, mainly on the topic of prayer, is to introduce this little
known tradition of Eastern Christian spirituality to a wider audience. For the reader who is unfamiliar with this tradition the
General Introduction is intended to provide a brief orientation. Some supplementary information on the individual authors
will be found in the introductions to each chapter.

1-2 Corinthians
The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture is a unique twenty-eight-volume series encompassing all of Scripture and
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offering contemporary readers the opportunity to study for themselves the key writings of the early church fathers.
Arranged by the books of the Bible, each portion of commentary allows the living voices of the church in its formative
centuries to speak as they engage the sacred page of Scripture, rendered throughout the series in English in the
ecumenically accepted Revised Standard Version of the Bible. The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture does what
very few of today's students of the Bible could do for themselves. With the aid of computer technology, the vast array of
writings from the church fathers - including much that is available only in the ancient languages - have been combed for
their comment on Scripture. From these results, scholars with a deep knowledge of the fathers and a heart for the church
have hand-selected material for each volume, shaping, annotating and introducing it to today's readers. Each portion of
commentary has been chosen for its salient insight, its rhetorical power and its faithful representation of the consensual
exegesis of the early church. The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture is an ecumenical project, promoting a vital
link of communication between today's varied Christian traditions and their common ancient ancestors in the faith. On this
shared ground we listen as leading pastoral theologians of the church's first several centuries gather around the text of
Scripture and offer their best theological, spiritual and pastoral insights. Today the historical-critical method of
interpretation has nearly exhausted its claim on the biblical text and on the church. In its wake there is a wide-spread
yearning among Christian individuals and communities for the wholesome, the deep and the enduring. The Ancient
Christian Commentary on Scripture seeks not to replace those excellent commentaries that have been produced in the
twentieth century. It supplements them, framing them with interpretive voices that have long sustained the church and
only recently have fallen silent. It invites us to listen with appreciative ears and sympathetic minds as our ancient ancestors
in the faith describe and interpret the scriptural vistas as they see them. The Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture is
a postcritical revival of the early commentary tradition known as the glossa ordinaria, a text artfully elaborated with ancient
and authoritative reflections and insights. An uncommon companion for theological interpretation, spiritual reading, and
wholesome teaching and preaching.

Living Compassion
The Glenstal Book of Icons
Writing the Icon of the Heart
Introduction to Eastern Christian Spirituality: The Syriac Tradition introduces some of the major writers and ascetics of the
Syriac world, that region of the Middle East that was the home of the Syriac language and culture. Although it is an area
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rich in thought and tradition, the Syriac world has not been studied extensively in English and is little known by the general
public. This work is a modest introduction to a very abundant and complex heritage.

The Spiritual World Of Isaac The Syrian
Presents the insights of St. Ephrem and Jacob of Serugh, two of the earliest representatives of the theological world-view of
the Syriac church.

The Syrian Fathers on Prayer
As the first volume of the Sebastianyotho series, this book collects Sebastian P. Brock's articles related to Ephrem the
Syrian. The articles cover a wide array of topics, including a biographical overview of the saint, an exposition of St.
Ephrem's importance for Christianity today and his relevance as a theologian, an analysis of some of his works, and a
bibliographic guide to editions of these works. While most of the articles were previously published, many are updated and
some are published in English for the first time.

Introduction to Eastern Christian Spirituality
The Path of ChristianityThe Path of ChristianityThe Path of Christianity

Spirituality in the Syriac Tradition
The Glenstal Book of Icons contains prayers and meditations on a selection of icons from the Abbey's Byzantine chapel.
Drawing on the popular monastic practice of lectio divina, the icons themselves are seen as 'texts' giving rise to meditation
on the Christian mysteries. This leads to acts of prayer, in which special emphasis is placed on the famous 'Jesus Prayer',
discussed in detail in the introduction to the book. Thus the icons and the Jesus Prayer become a point of entry to the
mystical spirituality of Eastern Christianity. The book's aim is that of the icon itself: to open the heart in contemplative
prayer to the transforming vision of God's glory. Each icon is reproduced in full colour.

Fire from Heaven
The subtitle of Maggie Ross's new book captures its essence, for it is about silence and our need to behold God. Beholding
is a notion that we are in danger of losing. It is often lost in translation, even by the NRSV and the Jerusalem Bible.
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Beholding needs to be recovered both in theology and practice. Ross is very aware of "poor talkative Christianity." There is
a twofold plea to enter into silence--for lack of silence erodes our humanity--and to behold the radiance of God. This is a
book full of deep questioning and the testing of our assumptions. Throughout there is a great love for the world and for our
humanity, accompanied by sadness that we are so easily distracted . . . We are invited into a silence that is not necessarily
an absence of noise, but is a limitless interior space. Ancient texts are used in new and exciting ways, and many of our
worship practices are challenged. She is in no doubt that "the glory of the human being is the beholding of God." --adapted
from a review in The Church Times (London) by Canon David Adam.

Teachings on the Prayer of the Heart in the Greek and Syrian Fathers
Thomas Merton entered Gethsemani Abbey on December 10, 1941. While still a novice, he was encouraged by his abbot to
translate biographies of early Cistercian saints from Latin and French. In the process he became deeply familiar not only
with the rich Cistercian tradition, but also with the early monks of the desert and Ireland, the hermits of the fifth and sixth
centuries and the Benedictine monks of the Middle Ages. When he was appointed novice master many years later, he
shared with newcomers what he had learned over a lifetime of study. His Monastic Orientation Notes constitute a goldmine
of information taken from primary texts and learned studies, and distilled through Merton's own experience of monastic
vocation and commitment. Book jacket.

The Encyclopedia of Eastern Orthodox Christianity, 2 Volume Set
Homélies Ascétiques
Cassian and the Fathers
Examines the place of prayer in the Catholic tradition and suggests that prayer can be considered a personal relationship
with God

The Teaching of the Syrian Fathers on Prayer
There Is No Crime for Those Who Have Christ
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Proceeding from Josef A. Jungmanns groundbreaking book of the same title, this volume gathers new work from fifteen
renowned scholars on christological and trinitarian themes in prayer and worship. Eastern and Western traditions, Catholic
and Protestant, ancient and contemporary are all represented in this record of the 2005 meeting of the Yale Institute of
Sacred Music. Collectively, these practitioners and theologians, from their varied settings, grapple with the competing ideas
and expressions of christological and trinitarian doctrine in meaningful liturgy.

Treasure-house of Mysteries
ÊThe Fathers of the Church, deeply-rooted in the Scriptures, have left us a rich treasure as inheritance, not only of texts,
but also of manners, forms and gestures of prayer. Today, western Christianity in a special way, needs to rediscover the
intimate union which must existÑin prayer just as in any aspect of Christian lifeÑbetween theory and practice, between
contemplation and practical exercise. One learns how to pray by praying, and the whole of our being is called to participate
in this work: the mind, the heart, but also the body, the gaze, the senses. Fr. Gabriel Bunge, a hermit with great spiritual
discernment and profound knowledge of the Fathers of the desert, presents with masterly coherence this important unity
between what one believes and what one expresses in the practice of prayer: a fascinating rediscovery of the valuable
treasure contained in the teachings of the Church Fathers on the practice of personal prayer.

A History of the Monks of Syria
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