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The Relevance of the Communist
Manifesto
In his biography of Stalin, Kotkin rejects the inherited
wisdom about Stalin's psychological makeup, showing
us instead how Stalin's near paranoia was
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fundamentally political and closely tracks the
Bolshevik revolution's structural paranoia, the
predicament of a Communist regime in an
overwhelmingly capitalist world, surrounded and
penetrated by enemies. At the same time, Kotkin
posits the impossibility of understanding Stalin's
momentous decisions outside of the context of the
history of imperial Russia.

The Idea of Communism 3
Philosopher, cultural critic, and agent provocateur
Slavoj Žižek constructs a fascinating new framework
to look at the forces of violence in our world. Using
history, philosophy, books, movies, Lacanian
psychiatry, and jokes, Slavoj Žižek examines the ways
we perceive and misperceive violence. Drawing from
his unique cultural vision, Žižek brings new light to
the Paris riots of 2005; he questions the
permissiveness of violence in philanthropy; in daring
terms, he reflects on the powerful image and
determination of contemporary terrorists. Violence,
Žižek states, takes three forms--subjective (crime,
terror), objective (racism, hate-speech,
discrimination), and systemic (the catastrophic effects
of economic and political systems)--and often one
form of violence blunts our ability to see the others,
raising complicated questions. Does the advent of
capitalism and, indeed, civilization cause more
violence than it prevents? Is there violence in the
simple idea of "the neighbour"? And could the
appropriate form of action against violence today
simply be to contemplate, to think? Beginning with
Page 2/23

Get Free The Sublime Object Of Ideology Slavoj
Zizek
these and other equally contemplative questions,
Žižek discusses the inherent violence of globalization,
capitalism, fundamentalism, and language, in a work
that will confirm his standing as one of our most
erudite and incendiary modern thinkers.

Less Than Nothing: Hegel and the
Shadow of Dialectical Materialism
Slavoj Žižek’s masterwork on the Hegelian legacy. For
the last two centuries, Western philosophy has
developed in the shadow of Hegel, whose influence
each new thinker tries in vain to escape: whether in
the name of the pre-rational Will, the social process of
production, or the contingency of individual existence.
Hegel’s absolute idealism has become the bogeyman
of philosophy, obscuring the fact that he is the
dominant philosopher of the epochal historical
transition to modernity; a period with which our own
time shares startling similarities. Today, as global
capitalism comes apart at the seams, we are entering
a new transition. In Less Than Nothing, the pinnacle
publication of a distinguished career, Slavoj Žižek
argues that it is imperative that we not simply return
to Hegel but that we repeat and exceed his
triumphs,overcoming his limitations by being even
more Hegelian than the master himself. Such an
approach not only enables Žižek to diagnose our
present condition, but also to engage in a critical
dialogue with the key strands of contemporary
thought—Heidegger, Badiou, speculative realism,
quantum physics and cognitive sciences. Modernity
will begin and end with Hegel.
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Looking Awry
In the most rigorous articulation of his philosophical
system to date, Slavoj Žižek provides nothing short of
a new definition of dialectical materialism. In forging
this new materialism, Žižek critiques and challenges
not only the work of Alain Badiou, Robert Brandom,
Joan Copjec, Quentin Meillassoux, and Julia Kristeva
(to name but a few), but everything from popular
science and quantum mechanics to sexual difference
and analytic philosophy. Alongside striking images of
the Möbius strip, the cross-cap, and the Klein bottle,
Žižek brings alive the Hegelian triad of being-essencenotion. Radical new readings of Hegel, and Kant, sit
side by side with characteristically lively
commentaries on film, politics, and culture. Here is
Žižek at his interrogative best.

Sex and the Failed Absolute
No Marketing Blurb

Ideology and the Virtual City
In Trouble in Paradise, Slavoj Žižek, one of our most
famous, most combative philosophers, explains how
we can find a way out of the crisis of capitalism. There
is obviously trouble in the global capitalist paradise.
But why do we find it so difficult to imagine a way out
of the crisis we're in? It is as if the trouble feeds on
itself: the march of capitalism has become inexorable,
the only game in town. Setting out to diagnose the
condition of global capitalism, the ideological
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constraints we are faced with in our daily lives, and
the bleak future promised by this system, Slavoj Žižek
explores the possibilities—and the traps—of new
emancipatory struggles. Drawing insights from
phenomena as diverse as “Gangnam Style” to Marx,
The Dark Knight to Thatcher, Trouble in Paradise is an
incisive dissection of the world we inhabit, and the
new order to come.

In Defense of Lost Causes
For a long time, the term “ideology” was in disrepute,
having become associated with such unfashionable
notions as fundamental truth and the eternal verities.
The tide has turned, and recent years have seen a
revival of interest in the questions that ideology poses
to social and cultural theory and to political practice.
Including Slavoj Žižek's study of the development of
the concept from Marx to the present, assessments of
the contributions of Lukács and the Frankfurt School
by Terry Eagleton, Peter Dews and Seyla Benhabib,
and essays by Adorno, Lacan and Althusser, Mapping
Ideology is an invaluable guide to the most dynamic
field in cultural theory.

The Essential Zizek
With the disintegration of state socialism, we are
witnessing this eruption of enjoymnet in the reemergence of aggressive nationalism and racism.
With the lid of repression lifted, the desires that have
emerged are from from democratic. To explain this
apparent paradox, says Slavoj Zizek, socialist critical
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thought must turn to psychoanalysis. For They Know
Not What They Do seeks to understand the status of
enjoyment within ideological discourse, from Hegel
through Lacan to these political and ideological
deadlocks. The author's own enjoyment of "popular
culture" makes this an engaging and lucid exposition,
in which Hegel joins hands with Rossellini, Marx with
Hitchcock, Lacan with Frankenstein, high theory with
Hollywood melodrama.

Did Somebody Say Ideology?
What is the basis of belief in an era when
globalization, multiculturalism and big business are
the new religion? Slavoj Zizek, renowned philosopher
and irrepressible cultural critic takes on all comers in
this compelling and breathless new book. From
'cyberspace reason' to the paradox that is 'Western
Buddhism', On Belief gets behind the contours of the
way we normally think about belief, in particular
Judaism and Christianity. Holding up the so-called
authenticity of religious belief to critical light, Zizek
draws on psychoanalysis, film and philosophy to
reveal in startling fashion that nothing could be worse
for believers than their beliefs turning out to be true.

On Belief
In this provocative and original work, Slavoj _i_ek
takes a look at the question of human agency in a
postmodern world. From the sinking of the Titanic to
Hitchcock’s Rear Window, from the operas of Wagner
to science fiction, from Alien to the Jewish Joke, the
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author’s acute analyses explore the ideological
fantasies of wholeness and exclusion which make up
human society. _i_ek takes issue with analysts of the
postmodern condition from Habermas to Sloterdijk,
showing that the idea of a ‘post-ideological’ world
ignores the fact that ‘even if we do not take things
seriously, we are still doing them’. Rejecting
postmodernism’s unified world of surfaces, he traces
a line of thought from Hegel to Althusser and Lacan,
in which the human subject is split, divided by a deep
antagonism which determines social reality and
through which ideology operates. Linking key
psychoanalytical and philosophical concepts to social
phenomena such as totalitarianism and racism, the
book explores the political significance of these
fantasies of control. In so doing, The Sublime Object
of Ideology represents a powerful contribution to a
psychoanalytical theory of ideology, as well as
offering persuasive interpretations of a number of
contemporary cultural formations.

Mapping Ideology
The Ticklish Subject confronts Deconstructionists and
Habermasians, cognitive scientists and
Heideggerians, feminists and New Age obscurantists
by unearthing a subversive core to this elusive
spectre, and finding in this core the indispensable
philosophical point of reference of any genuinely
emancipatory politics.

Like a Thief in Broad Daylight
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Challenging the widely-held assumption that Slavoj
Žižek's work is far more germane to film and cultural
studies than to literary studies, this volume
demonstrates the importance of Žižek to literary
criticism and theory. The contributors show how
Žižek's practice of reading theory and literature
through one another allows him to critique,
complicate, and advance the understanding of
Lacanian psychoanalysis and German Idealism,
thereby urging a rethinking of historicity and
universality. His methodology has implications for
analyzing literature across historical periods,
nationalities, and genres and can enrich theoretical
frameworks ranging from aesthetics, semiotics, and
psychoanalysis to feminism, historicism,
postcolonialism, and ecocriticism. The contributors
also offer Žižekian interpretations of a wide variety of
texts, including Geoffrey Chaucer's Troilus and
Criseyde, Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice,
Samuel Beckett's Not I, and William Burroughs's Nova
Trilogy. The collection includes an essay by Žižek on
subjectivity in Shakespeare and Beckett. Everything
You Always Wanted to Know about Literature but
Were Afraid to Ask Žižek affirms Žižek's value to
literary studies while offering a rigorous model of
Žižekian criticism. Contributors. Shawn Alfrey, Daniel
Beaumont, Geoff Boucher, Andrew Hageman, Jamil
Khader, Anna Kornbluh, Todd McGowan, Paul Megna,
Russell Sbriglia, Louis-Paul Willis, Slavoj Žižek

Violence
Examines changing attitudes among Germans as
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evident in films of the modern German era, leading
away from guilt and atonement and seeking national
identity.

The Most Sublime Hysteric
The essential texts for understanding Zizek's thought.

From Hitler to Heimat
An all-star cast of radical intellectuals discuss the
continued importance of communist principles In
2009 Slavoj Žižek brought together an acclaimed
group of intellectuals to discuss the continued
relevance of communism. Unexpectedly the
conference attracted an audience of over 1,000
people. The discussion has continued across the world
and this book gathers responses from the conference
in Seoul. It includes the interventions of regular
contributors Alain Badiou and Slavoj Žižek, as well as
work from across Asia, notably from Chinese scholar
Wang Hui, offering regional perspectives on
communism in an era of global economic crisis and
political upheaval. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Zizek
A comprehensive overview of Slavoj Zizek's thought,
including all of his published works to date. Provides a
solid basis in the work of an engaging thinker and
teacher whose ideas will continue to inform
philosophical, psychological, political, and cultural
discourses well into the future Identifies the major
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currents in Zizek's thought, discussing all of his works
and providing a background in continental philosophy
and psychoanalytic theory necessary to its
understanding Explores Zizek's growing popularity
through his engagement in current events, politics,
and cultural studies Pertains to a variety of fields,
including contemporary philosophy, psychology,
cultural studies, sociology, political science, esthetics,
literary theory, film theory, and theology

Welcome to the Desert of the Real
In THE COURAGE OF HOPELESSNESS, maverick
philosopher Slavoj Zizek returns to explore today's
ideological, political and economic battles, and asks
whether radical change is possible. In these troubled
times, even the most pessimistic diagnosis of our
future ends with an uplifting hint that things might
not be as bad as all that, that there is light at the end
of the tunnel. Yet, argues Slavoj Zizek, it is only when
we have admitted to ourselves that our situation is
completely hopeless - that the light at the end of the
tunnel is in fact the headlight of a train - that
fundamental change can be brought about.

First As Tragedy, Then As Farce
Marx's critique of political economy is vital for
understanding the crisis of contemporary capitalism.
Yet the nature of its relevance and some of its key
tenets remain poorly understood. This bold
intervention brings together the work of leading Marx
scholars Slavoj i ek, Frank Ruda and Agon Hamza, to
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offer a fresh, radical reinterpretation of Marxism that
explains the failures of neoliberalism and lays the
foundations for a new emancipatory politics. Avoiding
trite comparisons between Marx's worldview and our
current political scene, the authors show that the
current relevance and value of Marx's thought can
better be explained by placing his key ideas in
dialogue with those that have attempted to replace
them. Reading Marx through Hegel and Lacan,
particle physics, and modern political trends, the
authors provide new ways to explain the crisis in
contemporary capitalism and resist fundamentalism
in all its forms. Reading Marx will find a wide audience
amongst activists and scholars.

The Ticklish Subject
What do we know about Hegel? What do we know
about Marx? What do we know about democracy and
totalitarianism? Communism and psychoanalysis?
What do we know that isn't a platitude that we've
heard a thousand times - or a self-satisfied certainty?
Through his brilliant reading of Hegel, Slavoj Zizek one of the most provocative and widely-read thinkers
of our time - upends our traditional understanding,
dynamites every cliché and undermines every
conviction in order to clear the ground for new ways
of answering these questions. When Lacan described
Hegel as the ‘most sublime hysteric’, he was referring
to the way that the hysteric asks questions because
he experiences his own desire as if it were the Other's
desire. In the dialectical process, the question asked
of the Other is resolved through a reflexive turn in
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which the question begins to function as its own
answer. We had made Hegel into the theorist of
abstraction and reaction, but by reading Hegel with
Lacan, Zizek unveils a Hegel of the concrete and of
revolution - his own, and the one to come. This early
and dazzlingly original work by Zizek offers a unique
insight into the ideas which have since become
hallmarks of his mature thought. It will be of great
interest to anyone interested in critical theory,
philosophy and contemporary social thought.

Critiquing Postmodernism in
Contemporary Discourses of Race
No other Marxist text has come close to achieving the
fame and influence of The Communist Manifesto.
Translated into over 100 languages, this clarion call to
the workers of the world radically shaped the events
of the twentieth century. But what relevance does it
have for us today? In this slim book Slavoj Zizek
argues that, while exploitation no longer occurs the
way Marx described it, it has by no means
disappeared; on the contrary, the profit once
generated through the exploitation of workers has
been transformed into rent appropriated through the
privatization of the ‘general intellect’. Entrepreneurs
like Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg have become
extremely wealthy not because they are exploiting
their workers but because they are appropriating the
rent for allowing millions of people to participate in
the new form of the ‘general intellect’ that they own
and control. But, even if Marx’s analysis can no longer
be applied to our contemporary world of global
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capitalism without significant revision, the
fundamental problem with which he was concerned,
the problem of the commons in all its dimensions –
the commons of nature, the cultural commons, and
the commons as the universal space of humanity
from which no one should be excluded – remains as
relevant as ever. This timely reflection on the
enduring relevance of The Communist Manifesto will
be of great value to everyone interested in the key
questions of radical politics today.

The Sublime Object of Ideology
The latest book from "the most despicable
philosopher in the West" (New Republic) considers the
new dangers and radical possibilities set in motion by
advances in Big Tech. In recent years, technoscientific progress has started to utterly transform our
world--changing it almost beyond recognition. In this
extraordinary new book, renowned philosopher Slavoj
Žižek turns to look at the brave new world of Big
Tech, revealing how, with each new wave of
innovation, we find ourselves moving closer and
closer to a bizarrely literal realization of Marx's
prediction that "all that is solid melts into air." With
the automation of work, the virtualization of money,
the dissipation of class communities, and the rise of
immaterial, intellectual labor, the global capitalist
edifice is beginning to crumble, more quickly than
ever before--and it is now on the verge of vanishing
entirely. But what will come next? Against a backdrop
of constant socio-technological upheaval, how could
any kind of authentic change take place? In such a
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context, Žižek argues, there can be no great social
triumph--because lasting revolution has already come
into the scene, like a thief in broad daylight, stealing
into sight right before our very eyes. What we must
do now is wake up and see it. Urgent as ever, Like a
Thief in Broad Daylight illuminates the new dangers
as well as the radical possibilities thrown up by
today's technological and scientific advances, and
their electrifying implications for us all.

Trouble in Paradise
Slavoj Žižek presents a provocative and original
examination of the question of human agency in a
postmodern world.

Enjoy Your Symptom!
Probably the most famous living philosopher, Slavoj
Žižek explores the meaning of events in this short and
digestible book An event can be an occurrence that
shatters ordinary life, a radical political rupture, a
transformation of reality, a religious belief, the rise of
a new art form, or an intense experience such as
falling in love. Taking us on a trip that stops at
different definitions of event, Žižek addresses
fundamental questions such as: are all things
connected? How much are we agents of our own
fates? Which conditions must be met for us to
perceive something as really existing? In a world
that’s constantly changing, is anything new really
happening? Drawing on references from Plato to
arthouse cinema, the Big Bang to Buddhism, Event is
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a journey into philosophy at its most exciting and
elementary.

Subject Lessons
Ideology and the Virtual City is an exploration of
modern society and the critical value of popular
culture. It combines a prescient social theory that
describes how ‘neoliberal’ ideology in today’s
societies dominates our economic, political and
cultural ideals, with an entertaining exploration of
narratives, characters and play structures in some of
today’s most interesting videogames. The book takes
readers into a range of simulated urban environments
that symbolise the hidden antagonisms of social life
and create outlandish resolutions through their power
fantasies. Interactive entertainment can help us
understand the ways in which people relate to a
modern ‘common sense’ neoliberal background, in
terms of absorbing assumptions, and questioning
them.

For They Know Not what They Do
From the tragedy of 9/11 to the farce of the financial
meltdown.

Zizek and Media Studies
Zizek as comedian: jokes in the service of philosophy.

Absolute Recoil
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Let us revive the true sense of fine arts:
enchantment! In the conceptualised, commercialised,
artificial approach to fine arts, we forgot its authentic
experiential sense. It lies at the imaginative heart of
all arts there to be retrieved by the creative recipient
as the very 'truth of it all'.

Reading Marx
The first edited volume to examine philosopher Slavoj
Žižek's influence on, and his relevance for, theatre
and performance studies. Featuring a brand new
essay from Žižek himself, this is an indispensable
contribution to the emerging field of Performance
Philosophy.

How To Read Lacan
The title is just the first of many startling asides,
observations and insights that fill this guide to
Hollywood on the Lacanian psychoanalyst’s couch - a
thrilling guide to cinema and psychoanalysis from the
last giant of cultural theory in the twenty-first century.

Zizek's Jokes
A high-energy philosophical manifesto on the concept
and virtues of universal values addresses such topics
as Heidegger's engagement with the Third Reich, the
role of class struggles in global capitalism, and the
legacy of Christianity against New Age spiritualism.
Original.
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The Courage of Hopelessness
Did Somebody Say Ideology? explores the
philosophical, political, and psychoanalytic
foundations of Slavoj Aiek's work, almost two decades
after his arrival on the international scene of
contemporary philosophy with The Sublime Object of
Ideology (1989). The book generally focuses on the
understanding and applicability of Aiek's theory of
ideology, arguably the distinguishing and most
original feature in his oeuvre so far. The first part
contains six essays that carry out specific
investigations into key aspects of the Slovenian
philosopher's work; the second part practices Aiek's
own injunction about Lacan (discover Lacanian
themes everywhere!) on Aiek himself, employing his
theories in different contexts and relating them to
other thinkers. Each study in the present volume
testifies to the extraordinary vitality of Aiek's writing,
demonstrating how his psychoanalytic brand of
ideology critique fosters innovative research in a
variety of intellectual fields and academic disciplines.

The Puppet and the Dwarf
Slavoj ?i?ek provides a virtuoso reading of the
psychoanalytic theory of Jacques Lacan through the
works of contemporary popular culture, from horror
fiction and detective thrillers to popular romances and
Hitchcock films.

The Aesthetics of Enchantment in the
Fine Arts
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Responding to the ongoing “objectal turn” in
contemporary humanities and social sciences, the
essays in Subject Lessons present a sustained case
for the continued importance— indeed, the
indispensability—of the category of the subject for the
future of materialist thought. Approaching matters
through the frame of Hegel and Lacan, the
contributors to this volume, including the editors, as
well as Andrew Cole, Mladen Dolar, Nathan Gorelick,
Adrian Johnston, Todd McGowan, Borna Radnik, Molly
Anne Rothenberg, Kathryn Van Wert, and Alenka
Zupancic—many of whom stand at the forefront of
contemporary Hegel and Lacan scholarship—agree
with neovitalist thinkers that material reality is
ontologically incomplete, in a state of perpetual
becoming, yet they maintain that this is the case not
in spite of but, rather, because of the subject.
Incorporating elements of philosophy, psychoanalysis,
and literary and cultural studies, Subject Lessons
contests the movement to dismiss the subject,
arguing that there can be no truly robust materialism
without accounting for the little piece of the Real that
is the subject.

Terrors and Experts
'The only thing of which one can be guilty is of having
given ground relative to one's desire' Jacques Lacan.
Is psychoanalysis dead or are we to read frequent
attacks on its theoretical 'mistakes' and clinical
'frauds' as a proof of its vitality? Slavoj Zizek's
passionate defence of Lacan reasserts the ethical
urgency of psychoanalysis. Traditionally,
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psychoanalysis was expected to allow the patient to
overcome the obstacles which prevented access to
'normal' sexual enjoyment. Today, however, we are
bombarded from all sides by different versions of the
injunction 'Enjoy!' Lacan reminds us that
psychoanalysis is the only discourse in which you are
allowed not to enjoy. Since for Lacan psychoanalysis
itself is a procedure of reading, each chapter uses a
passage from Lacan as a tool to interpret another text
from philosophy, art or popular ideology, applying his
ideas to Hegel and Hitchcock, Shakespeare and
Dostoevsky.

Event
Critiquing Postmodernism in Contemporary
Discourses of Race challenges the critical emphasis
on otherness in treatments of race in literary and
cultural studies. Sue J. Kim deftly argues that this
treatment not only perpetuates narrow identity
politics, but obscures the political and economic
structures that shape issues of race in literary studies.
Kim s revelatory book shows how reading authors
through their identity ends up neglecting both
complex historical contexts and aesthetic forms. This
comparative study calls for a reconsideration of the
bases for critical engagement and a reading ethics
that melds the best of historicist and formalist
approaches to literature.

Stalin
DIVA theoretical analysis of social conflict that uses
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examples from Kant, Hegel, Lacan, popular culture
and contemporary politics to critique nationalism./div

Everything You Always Wanted to Know
about Literature but Were Afraid to Ask
Žižek
Philosophical materialism in all its forms – from
scientific naturalism to Deleuzian New Materialism –
has failed to meet the key theoretical and political
challenges of the modern world. This is the burden of
philosopher Slavoj Žižek’s argument in this
pathbreaking and eclectic new work. Recent history
has seen developments such as quantum physics and
Freudian psychoanalysis, not to speak of the failure of
twentieth-century communism, shake our
understanding of existence. In the process, the
dominant tradition in Western philosophy lost its
moorings. To bring materialism up to date, Žižek –
himself a committed materialist and communist –
proposes a radical revision of our intellectual
heritage. He argues that dialectical materialism is the
only true philosophical inheritor of what Hegel
designated the “speculative” approach in thought.
Absolute Recoil is a startling reformulation of the
basis and possibilities of contemporary philosophy.
While focusing on how to overcome the
transcendental approach without regressing to naïve,
pre-Kantian realism, Žižek offers a series of
excursions into today’s political, artistic, and
ideological landscape, from Arnold Schoenberg’s
music to the films of Ernst Lubitsch.
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Tarrying with the Negative
This book is a chronicle of the all-too-human terror
that drives us into the arms of experts, and of how
expertise, in the form of psychoanalysis, addresses
our fears - in essence, turns our terror into meaning.

Žižek and Performance
Film, media, and cultural theorists have long appealed
to Lacanian theory in order to discern processes of
subjectivization, representation, and ideological
interpellation. Here, the contributors take up a
Zizekian approach to studies of cinema and media,
raising questions about power, ideology, sexual
difference, and enjoyment.

The Sublime Object of Ideology
One of our most daring intellectuals offers a Lacanian
interpretation of religion, finding that early
Christianity was the first revolutionary collective.
Slavoj Žižek has been called "an academic rock star"
and "the wild man of theory"; his writing mixes
astonishing erudition and references to pop culture in
order to dissect current intellectual pieties. In The
Puppet and the Dwarf he offers a close reading of
today's religious constellation from the viewpoint of
Lacanian psychoanalysis. He critically confronts both
predominant versions of today's spirituality—New Age
gnosticism and deconstructionist-Levinasian
Judaism—and then tries to redeem the "materialist"
kernel of Christianity. His reading of Christianity is
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explicitly political, discerning in the Pauline
community of believers the first version of a
revolutionary collective. Since today even advocates
of Enlightenment like Jurgen Habermas acknowledge
that a religious vision is needed to ground our ethical
and political stance in a "postsecular" age, this
book—with a stance that is clearly materialist and at
the same time indebted to the core of the Christian
legacy—is certain to stir controversy.
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