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Making Politics Work for Development
Africa includes five of the world's fastest-growing
economies, as well as a treasure chest of natural
resources. Those very things, however, have caused
multinational corporations to flock to the continent in
an attempt take control of those resources. An African
renaissance is hard to conceptualize, but that is
exactly what is beginning to effect real change, with
the assistance of both public officials and ordinary
citizens. This study theorizes an African renaissance
as the dynamic interaction of strategy and process
and seeks to motivate researchers to shift analysis in
that direction. This shift emphasizes the task of
broadly structuring African renaissance as a
geopolitical system is more important than that of
promoting it within a specific program of nations.
Unleashing Africa's Resilience provides the necessary
tools for research-based policymaking and the critical
thinking needed to help Africa build a vibrant
economy and become a more prominent player on
the world stage.

Within and Beyond Citizenship
This book examines a wide range of country
experiences, offers examples of good practice,
highlights innovative approaches and identifies
promising tools (including new information
technologies)for engaging citizens in policy making. It
proposes a set of ten guiding principles.

Unleashing Africa’s Resilience: PanPage 2/28
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Africanist Renaissance In a New African
Century
Citizen Action and National Policy
Reform
Now, more than ever, people drive the democratic
process. What people think of their government and
its leaders, how (or whether) they vote, and what they
do or say about a host of political issues greatly affect
the further strengthening or erosion of democracy
and democratic ideals. This fully updated, shorter
Seventh Edition of Citizen Politics continues to offer
the only truly comparative study of political attitudes
and behavior in the United States, Great Britain,
France, and Germany. In addition to its
comprehensive, thematic examination of political
values, political activity, voting, and public images of
government within a cross-national context, the
updated edition of this bestseller explores how
cultural issues, populism, Trump and far right parties
are reshaping politics in contemporary democracies.
All chapters have been updated with the latest
research and empirical evidence. Further, Dalton
includes recent research on citizens’ political behavior
in USA, Britain, France, and Germany, as well as new
evidence from national election studies in USA 2016,
Britain 2017, France 2017, and Germany 2017.

China's Water Warriors
"At the genesis of the Republic of China in 1912,
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many political leaders, educators, and social
reformers argued that republican education should
transform China’s people into dynamic modern
citizens—social and political agents whose public
actions would rescue the national community. Over
subsequent decades, however, they came to argue
fiercely over the contents of citizenship and how it
should be taught. Moreover, many of their carefully
crafted policies and programs came to be
transformed by textbook authors, teachers,
administrators, and students. Furthermore, the idea
of citizenship, once introduced, raised many troubling
questions. Who belonged to the national community
in China, and how was the nation constituted? What
were the best modes of political action? How should
modern people take responsibility for “public
matters”? What morality was proper for the modern
public? This book reconstructs civic education and
citizenship training in secondary schools in the lower
Yangzi region during the Republican era. It also
analyzes how students used the tools of civic
education introduced in their schools to make
themselves into young citizens and explores the
complex social and political effects of educated
youths’ civic action."

Multidisciplinary Units for Grades 6-8
Examines how public water service becomes a
political tool in Mexican cities and uncovers the
politics of water provision in developing democracies

Defending the Environment
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Susan Brooks-Young, author of ISTE's bestselling
Making Technology Standards Work for You, offers
time-crunched administrators a suite of tools to
enhance their productivity. The Electronic Briefcase
serves school administrators on two levels, providing
resources equally useful to those proficient with
technology and to those just getting started. Included
on the accompanying CD-ROM are more than 35
templates organized around the NETS for
Administrators that will help education leaders
complete everyday administrative tasks and make
their workload more manageable. FEATURESBasic
instruction for file management and productivity
software CD-ROM templates for classroom
observations, staff meetings, budget planning,
evaluation rubrics, and more Tools for creating a
letterhead, memos, flyers, discipline referrals, and
certificates

Model Workers in China, 1949-1965
Water and Politics
Opening the Black Box
Globalization has given rise to new meanings of
citizenship. Just as they are tied together by global
production, trade and finance, citizens in every nation
are linked by the institutions of global governance,
bringing new dynamics of inclusion and exclusion. For
some, globalization provides a sense of solidarity that
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inspires them to join transnational movements to
claim rights from global authorities; for others,
globalization has meant greater exposure to the
power of global corporations, bureaucracies and
scientific experts, thus adding new layers of exclusion
to already fragile meanings of citizenship. Globalizing
Citizens presents expert analysis from cities and
villages in India, South Africa, Nigeria, the Philippines,
Kenya, the Gambia and Brazil to explore how forms of
global authority shape and build new meanings and
practices of citizenship, across local, national and
global arenas.

Global Citizen Action
A research team from the United States has
completed an examination of citizen participation
experiments in seven European countries. The team
included Donald Appleyard, Marc Draisen, David
Godschalk, Chester Hartman, Janice Perlman, Hans
Spiegel, John Zeisel, and ourselves. This book is a
product of our joint efforts. Our studies are aimed at
summarizing and sharing what can be learned from
recent European efforts to enhance the effectiveness
of local government through increased public
involvement in the organization and management of
public services and urban redevelopment. Almost a
year was spent assembling the team, developing a
shared framework for analysis and identifying
appropriate case study cities. European and American
public officials and citizen activists helped us assess
the potential impact of such a study on current
practice. A second year was spent visiting the
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European cities and preparing the case-study drafts.
Finally, team members gathered in Washington, D. C.
, with fifty American and European public officials,
citizen activists, and scholars. A two-day symposium
provided an exciting opportunity to present
preliminary research findings and encourage an
exchange of ideas between researchers, activists, and
policymakers. The final versions of the case studies
that appear in this book, along with several
commentaries by symposium participants, are written
especially for city officials and citizen activists. We
have tried to translate the results of our scholarly
inquiry into pragmatic suggestions for officials and
activists.

Citizen Politics
There has been a growing chorus of political analysts
with doomsday predictions of an American public that
is uncivil, disengaged, and alienated. And it′s only
getting worse with a younger generation of Americans
who do not see the value in voting. The good news is
that the bad news is wrong. In this Third Edition of
The Good Citizen, Russell Dalton uses current national
public opinion surveys, including new evidence from
2018 Pew Center survey data, to show how Americans
are changing their views on what good citizenship
means. It′s not about recreating the halcyon politics of
a generation ago, but recognition that new patterns of
citizenship call for new processes and new institutions
that reflect the values of the contemporary American
public. Trends in participation, tolerance, and policy
priorities reflect a younger generation that is more
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engaged, more tolerant, and more supportive of
social justice. The Good Citizen shows how a younger
generation is creating new norms of citizenship that
are leading to a renaissance of democratic
participation. An important comparative chapter in
the book showcases cross-national comparisons that
further demonstrate the vitality of American
democracy.

No Citizen Left Behind
Within and Beyond Citizenship brings together cuttingedge research in sociology and social anthropology on
the relationship between immigration status, rights
and belonging in contemporary societies of
immigration. It offers new insights into the ways in
which political membership is experienced, spatially
and bureaucratically constructed, and actively
negotiated and contested in the everyday lives of
citizens and non-citizens. Themes, concepts and ideas
covered include: The shifting position of the noncitizen in contemporary immigration societies; The
intersection of human mobility, immigration control
and articulations of citizenship; Activism and
everyday practices of membership and belonging;
Tension in policy and practice between coexisting
traditions and regimes of rights; Mixed status families,
belonging and citizenship; The ways in which
immigration status (or its absence) intersects with
social cleavages such as age, class, gender and ‘race’
to shape social relations. This book will appeal to
academics and practitioners working in the disciplines
of Social and Political Anthropology, Sociology, Social
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Policy, Human Geography, Political Sciences,
Citizenship Studies and Migration Studies.

NGOs and the Millennium Development
Goals
In this book, Zirakzadeh examines different types of
social movements, from the Greens in Germany to the
Shining Path in Peru. The book concludes with a
juxtaposition of the three major theoretical
approaches and historical findings and proposes a
fourth theoretical approach emphasizing factional
conflict and reconciliation.

Mapping Out the Research-policy Matrix
This work provides information on the activities and
significance of the people, organizations and events
that comprise the history of American citizen activism
in the 20th century. It offers broad entries that put
the debates on issues like abortion policy into
balanced perspective.

National Policy in a Global Economy
The use of participatory research techniques to
provide policy-makers with information about poor
people's perspectives on poverty became increasingly
common in the 1990s. This book focuses on the use of
participatory research in poverty reduction policies,
and presents a series of participants' reflections on
recent and ongoing processes. The 1990s witnessed a
shift in the application of participatory methodologies,
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adding to the project planning approaches of the
1980s a new focus on participatory research for
policy. Much of this centres on poverty issues. In this
volume, contributions from researchers and
practitioners in the field of poverty reduction examine
how participatory research has affected the way
poverty is understood, and how these understandings
have been acted on in policy-making for poverty
reduction. Coming from diverse backgrounds, the
authors' critical reflections feature various aspects of
the relationship between participation and policy,
spanning different levels, from the individual
researcher to the global institution. They address
technical, ethical, operational, political and
methodological problems. Through raising their
concerns, they highlight lessons to be learnt from
current practice, and challenges for the future. These
include the balancing of knowledge, action and
consciousness in participatory research processes
which can effectively influence the development of
policy that reflects and responds to the needs and
priorities of poor people.

Energy in Solid Waste
Using new empirical case studies from around the
world, this book illustrates how alternative forms of
political mobilization - protests, social participation,
activism, litigation & lobbying - engage with the
formal institutions of representative democracy in
ways that constitute the very essence of democratic
politics.
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Citizens as Partners Information,
Consultation and Public Participation in
Policy-Making
Social science research provides not only abstract,
conceptual knowledge about society but also
concrete, instrumental knowledge. It enables us to
take action to recompose the world we live in.
However, this book rejects narrow and simplistic
conceptions of research use and its impact on policymaking, to embrace a more complex approach to
seeing and dealing with social science. In the
paradigm of "evidence-based policy", "evidence" is
understood in its broad sense as information that
helps form policies. Nonetheless, within current
practices and discourse, it is not clear what
"information" is, what is really meant by "evidence",
and how it can be obtained objectively. The book
draws on papers presented at the International Forum
on the Social Science-Policy Nexus, where experts
examined current practices and problems in areas
such as social policy, migration, urban policies and
globalisation. The Forum set a precedent in terms of
dialogue between researchers and policy-makers. The
authors contribute to enriching and elucidating the
most common conceptualisations of the researchpolicy nexus. They represent a rich diversity of views,
although most agree that an effective strategy to
enhance social science-policy linkages should be
underpinned by a theoretical and methodological
framework that takes into account the interplay of
different social actors.
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Social Studies Units for Grades 9-12
Citizen Action Guide to Energy
Conservation
David Chalmers's widely acclaimed overview of the
1960s describes how the civil rights movement
touched off a growing challenge to traditional values
and arrangements. Chalmers recounts the judicial
revolution that set national standards for race,
politics, policing, and privacy. He examines the long,
losing war on poverty and the struggle between the
media and the government over the war in Vietnam.
He follows feminism's "second wave" and the
emergence of the environmental, consumer, and
citizen action movements. He also explores the
worlds of rock, sex, and drugs, and the entwining of
the youth culture, the counterculture, and the
American marketplace. This newly revised edition
covers the conservative counter-revolution and
cultural wars. It carries the legacy of the 1960s
forward: from Tom Hayden’s idealistic 1962 Port
Huron Statement through Newt Gingrich’s 1994
"Contract with America" and Grover Norquist’s twentyfirst century "Tax Payer’s Protection Pledge."

Unstoppable
People's understandings of what it means to be a
citizen go to the heart of the various meanings of
personal and national identity, political and electoral
participation, and rights. The contributors to this book
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seek to explore the difficult questions inherent in the
notion of citizenship from various angles. They look at
citizenship and rights, citizenship and identity,
citizenship and political struggle, and the policy
implications of substantive notions of citizenship.
They illustrate the various ways in which people are
excluded from full citizenship; the identities that
matter to people and their compatibility with
dominant notions of citizenship; the tensions between
individual and collective rights in definitions of
citizenship; struggles to realize and expand citizens'
rights; and the challenges these questions entail for
development policy.This is the first volume in a new
series: Claiming Citizenship: Rights, Participation and
Accountability

Law and Global Health
Today opponents of large-scale dam projects in China,
rather than being greeted with indifference or
repression, are part of the hydropower policymaking
process itself. What accounts for this dramatic change
in this critical policy area surrounding China's
insatiable quest for energy? In China's Water
Warriors, Andrew C. Mertha argues that as China has
become increasingly market driven, decentralized,
and politically heterogeneous, the control and
management of water has transformed from an
unquestioned economic imperative to a lightning rod
of bureaucratic infighting, societal opposition, and
open protest. Although bargaining has always been
present in Chinese politics, more recently the media,
nongovernmental organizations, and other
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activists—actors hitherto denied a seat at the
table—have emerged as serious players in the policymaking process. Drawing from extensive field
research in some of the most remote parts of
Southwest China, China's Water Warriors contains rich
narratives of the widespread opposition to dams in
Pubugou and Dujiangyan in Sichuan province and the
Nu River Project in Yunnan province. Mertha
concludes that the impact and occasional success of
such grassroots movements and policy activism
signal a marked change in China's domestic politics.
He questions democratization as the only, or even the
most illuminating, indicator of political liberalization in
China, instead offering an informed and hopeful
picture of a growing pluralization of the Chinese policy
process as exemplified by hydropower politics. For the
2010 paperback edition, Mertha tests his conclusions
against events in China since 2008, including the
Olympics, the devastating 208 Wenchuan earthquake,
and the Uighar and Tibetan protests of 2008 and
2009.

Knowing Poverty
This book brings together leading figures in
democratic reform and civic engagement to show why
and how better state-citizen cooperation is necessary
for achieving positive social change. Their
contributions demonstrate that, while protest and nonstate action may have their place, citizens must also
work effectively with public bodies to secure
sustainable improvements. The authors explain why
the problem of civic disengagement poses a major
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threat, highlight what actions can be taken, and
suggest how the underlying obstacles to democratic
cooperation between citizens and state institutions
can be overcome across a range of policy areas and
in varied national contexts.

Paternalism, Conflict, and Coproduction:
Learning from Citizen Action and Citizen
Participation in Western Europe
Many agree that the foreign aid system - which today
involves virtually every nation on earth - needs
drastic change. But there is much conflict as to what
should be done. In Aid on the Edge of Chaos, Ben
Ramalingam argues that what is most needed is the
creative and innovative transformation of how aid
works. Foreign aid today is dominated by linear,
mechanistic ideas that emerged from early twentieth
century industry, and are ill-suited to the world we
face today. The problems and systems aid agencies
deal with on a daily basis have more in common with
ecosystems than machines: they are interconnected,
diverse, and dynamic; they cannot be just simply reengineered or fixed. Outside of aid, social scientists,
economists, business leaders, and policy makers have
started applying innovative and scientific approaches
to such problems, informed by ideas from the 'new
science' of complex adaptive systems. Inspired by
these efforts, aid practitioners and researchers have
started experimenting with such approaches in their
own work. This book showcases the experiences,
insights, and often remarkable results of innovative
thinkers and practitioners who are working to bring
Page 15/28

Read Free Citizen Action And National Policy
Reform By John Gaventa
these approaches into the mainstream of aid. From
transforming child malnutrition to rethinking
economic growth, from building peace to reversing
desertification, from rural Vietnam to urban Kenya,
the ideas of complex systems thinking are starting to
be used to make foreign aid more relevant, more
appropriate, and more catalytic. Aid on the Edge of
Chaos argues that such ideas and approaches should
play a vital part of the transformation of aid. Aid
should move from being an imperfect post-World War
II global resource transfer system, to a new form of
global cooperation that is truly fit for the twenty-first
century.

Taking a whole of government approach
to skills development
This study offers an analysis of the UK's current
economic policy options and a plan for improving life
for ordinary citizens via a sensible and realistic
understanding of governments' limited ability to
manage economic performance. It provides a
manifesto which political parties could immediately
adopt to make life better for all.

Confront Or Concede, the Alinsky Citizenaction Organizations
How does citizen activism win changes in national
policy? Which factors help to make myriad efforts by
diverse actors add up to reform? What is needed to
overcome setbacks, and to consolidate the smaller
victories? These questions need answers. Aid
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agencies have invested heavily in supporting civil
society organizations as change agents in fledgling
and established democracies alike. Evidence gathered
by donors, NGOs and academics demonstrates how
advocacy and campaigning can reconfigure power
relations and transform governance structures at the
local and global levels. In the rush to go global or stay
local, however, the national policy sphere was
recently neglected. Today, there is growing
recognition of the key role of champions of change
inside national governments, and the potential of
their engagement with citizen activists outside. These
advances demand a better understanding of how
national and local actors can combine approaches to
simultaneously work the levers of change, and how
their successes relate to actors and institutions at the
international level. This book brings together eight
studies of successful cases of citizen activism for
national policy changes in South Africa, Morocco,
Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Turkey, India and the
Philippines. They detail the dynamics and strategies
that have led to the introduction, change or effective
implementation of policies responding to a range of
rights deficits. Drawing on influential social science
theory about how political and social change occurs,
the book brings new empirical insights to bear on it,
both challenging and enriching current
understandings.

Aid on the Edge of Chaos
This book examines general Nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) roles and comparative
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advantages in the broad fight to end global poverty,
as well as roles and opportunities specific to particular
Millennium Development Goals sectors.

Citizen Voices
Part 4: Lessons Learned

Inclusive Citizenship
Articulating Citizenship
Governments fail to provide the public goods needed
for development when its leaders knowingly and
deliberately ignore sound technical advice or are
unable to follow it, despite the best of intentions,
because of political constraints. This report focuses on
two forces—citizen engagement and
transparency—that hold the key to solving
government failures by shaping how political markets
function. Citizens are not only queueing at voting
booths, but are also taking to the streets and using
diverse media to pressure, sanction and select the
leaders who wield power within government, including
by entering as contenders for leadership. This political
engagement can function in highly nuanced ways
within the same formal institutional context and
across the political spectrum, from autocracies to
democracies. Unhealthy political engagement, when
leaders are selected and sanctioned on the basis of
their provision of private benefits rather than public
goods, gives rise to government failures. The
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solutions to these failures lie in fostering healthy
political engagement within any institutional context,
and not in circumventing or suppressing it.
Transparency, which is citizen access to publicly
available information about the actions of those in
government, and the consequences of these actions,
can play a crucial role by nourishing political
engagement.

The Government-Citizen Disconnect
Current Legal Issues, like its sister volume Current
Legal Problems (now available in journal format), is
based upon an annual colloquium held at University
College London. Each year leading scholars from
around the world gather to discuss the relationship
between law and another discipline of thought. Each
colloquium examines how the external discipline is
conceived in legal thought and argument, how the
law is pictured in that discipline, and analyses points
of controversy in the use, and abuse, of extra-legal
arguments within legal theory and practice. Law and
Global Health, the sixteenth volume in the Current
Legal Issues series, offers an insight into the
scholarship examining the relationship between
global health and the law. Covering a wide range of
areas from all over the world, articles in the volume
look at areas of human rights, vulnerable populations,
ethical issues, legal responses and governance.

Globalizing Citizens
Third in a series of grade-specific curricular resources,
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this useful addition to the NETS library focuses on the
critical middle school years. More than 20
experienced educators contributed to this volume,
covering the core content areas of language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, and cultural arts
each with several months worth of lesson plans.
Introductory essays address technology integration
issues for all types of middle school classrooms and
environments. Additional resources include relevant
Web and literature citations, assessment strategies,
interdisciplinary lesson extenders, and keys to the
NETS and content area standards. FEATURES Readyto-use lesson plans supporting technology integration
for Grades 6-8 Classroom strategies appropriate for
multidisciplinary learning and teaching Materials
useful for teacher training and professional
development Also available: Multiple Intelligences and
Instructional Technology: Second Edition - ISBN
156484188X Teaching with Digital Images: Acquire,
Analyze, Create, Communicate - ISBN 1564842193

The Citizen Action Encyclopedia
Social Movements in Politics
Seismic changes in ideology and economic policy in
China followed the death of Mao Zedong but one
aspect of culture has remained constant: the use of
‘Model Workers’ for the purposes of propaganda and
more recent public relations campaigns. In both a
political and commercial context, the use of these
individuals continues to thrive, and although the
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messages they promote have largely changed, their
continued use indicates the extent to which they are
believed to be an effective form of persuasion. Model
Workers were deployed at key points in China’s
recent history and served to embody the Party’s
vision of the ideal Chinese citizen as they attempted
to reshape the nation following a ‘Century of
Humiliation,’ a ruinous war with Japan and a divisive
civil war. This volume utilises the detailed analysis of
posters, cinema and translations of related
propaganda material to explore the extent of the
influence of the Model Worker as a concept, on both
propaganda and national policy.

Mobilizing for Democracy
While teaching at an all-black middle school in
Atlanta, Meira Levinson realized that students'
individual self-improvement would not necessarily
enable them to overcome their profound
marginalization within American society. This is
because of a civic empowerment gap that is as
shameful and antidemocratic as the academic
achievement gap targeted by No Child Left Behind.
No Citizen Left Behind argues that students must be
taught how to upend and reshape power relationships
directly, through political and civic action. Drawing on
political theory, empirical research, and her own onthe-ground experience, Levinson shows how de facto
segregated urban schools can and must be at the
center of this struggle. Recovering the civic purposes
of public schools will take more than tweaking the
curriculum. Levinson calls on schools to remake civic
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education. Schools should teach collective action,
openly discuss the racialized dimensions of
citizenship, and provoke students by engaging their
passions against contemporary injustices. Students
must also have frequent opportunities to take civic
and political action, including within the school itself.
To build a truly egalitarian society, we must reject
myths of civic sameness and empower all young
people to raise their diverse voices. Levinson's
account challenges not just educators but all who
care about justice, diversity, or democracy.

And the Crooked Places Made Straight
Civil society, or citizen's groups, have taken centre
stage in international policy debates and global
problem solving. They hold out the promise of a
global community and global governance. This
volume, by leading scholars and participants, shows
how to understand the changes that are occurring,
particularly in relation to the international institutions
involved. It includes case studies from all the major
social movements of the 1990s.

A Public Citizen's Action Manual
Opening the Black Box: Contextual Drivers of Social
Accountability fills an important knowledge gap by
providing guidance on how to assess contextual
drivers of social accountability effectiveness. This
publication aims to more strategically support citizen
engagement at the country level and for a specific
issue or problem. The report proposes a novel framing
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of social accountability as the interplay of constitutive
elements: citizen action and state action, supported
by three enabling levers: civic mobilization, interface
and information. For each of these constitutive
elements, the report identifies 'drivers' of contextual
effectiveness which take into account a broad range
of contextual factors (e.g., social, political and
intervention-based, including information and
communication technologies). Opening the Black Box
offers detailed guidance on how to assess each driver.
It also applies the framework at two levels. At the
country level, the report looks at 'archetypes' of
challenging country contexts, such as regimes with no
formal space or full support for citizen-state
engagement and fragile and conflict-affected
situations. The report also illustrates the use of the
framework to analyze specific social accountability
interventions through four case studies: Sierra Leone,
Pakistan, Yemen, and the Kyrgyz Republic.

The Good Citizen
Americans’ relationship to the federal government is
paradoxical. Polls show that public opinion regarding
the government has plummeted to all-time lows, with
only one in five saying they trust the government or
believe that it operates in their interest. Yet, at the
same time, more Americans than ever benefit from
some form of government social provision. Political
scientist Suzanne Mettler calls this growing gulf
between people’s perceptions of government and the
actual role it plays in their lives the "governmentcitizen disconnect." In The Government-Citizen
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Disconnect, she explores the rise of this phenomenon
and its implications for policymaking and politics.
Drawing from original survey data which probed
Americans’ experiences of 21 federal social policies -such as food stamps, Social Security, Medicaid, and
the home mortgage interest deduction -- Mettler
shows that 96 percent of adults have received
benefits from at least one of them, and that the
average person has utilized five. Overall usage rates
transcend social, economic, and political divisions,
and most Americans report positive experiences of
their policy experiences. However, the fact that they
have benefited from these policies has little positive
effect on people’s attitudes toward government.
Mettler finds that shared identities and group
affiliations, as well as ideological forces, are more
powerful and consistent influences. In particular,
those who oppose welfare tend to extrapolate their
unfavorable views of it to government in general.
Deep antipathy toward the government has emerged
as the result of a conservative movement that has
waged a war on social welfare policies for over forty
years, even as economic inequality and benefit use
have increased. Mettler finds that voting patterns
exacerbate the government-citizen disconnect, as
those holding positive views of federal programs and
supporting expanded benefits have lower rates of
political participation than those holding more hostile
views of the government. As a result, the loudest
political voice belongs to those who have benefited
from policies but who give government little credit for
their economic well-being, seeing their success more
as a matter of their own deservingness. This
contributes to the election of politicians who advocate
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cutting federal social programs. According to Mettler,
the government-citizen disconnect frays the bonds of
representative government and democracy. The
Government-Citizen Disconnect illuminates a paradox
that increasingly shapes American politics. Mettler's
examination of hostility toward government at a time
when most Americans will at some point rely on the
social benefits it provides helps us better understand
the roots of today's fractious political climate.

Whose government is it?
This book concentrates exclusively on the dialogic
turn in the governance of science and the
environment. The starting point for this book is the
dialogic turn in the production and communication of
knowledge in which practices claiming to be based on
principles of dialogue and participation have spread
across diverse social fields. As in other fields of social
practice in the dialogic turn, the model of
communication underpinning science and
environmental governance is dialogue in which
scientists and citizens engage in mutual learning on
the basis of the different knowledge forms that they
bring with them. The official aim is to involve citizens
in processes of decision-making on scientific and
environmental issues, including issues relating to the
built environment such as urban planning. The
attempt in this book has been made to build bridges
across the fields of science and technology studies,
environmental studies, and media and communication
studies in order to provide theoretically informed and
empiri ally rich accounts of how citizen voices are
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articulated, invoked, heard, marginalised or silenced
in science and environment communication.

Global Citizen Action
Ralph Nader has fought for over fifty years on behalf
of American citizens against the reckless influence of
corporations and their government patrons on our
society. Now he ramps up the fight and makes a
persuasive case that Americans are not powerless. In
Unstoppable, he explores the emerging political
alignment of the Left and the Right against
converging corporate-government tyranny. Large
segments from the progressive, conservative, and
libertarian political camps find themselves aligned in
opposition to the destruction of civil liberties, the
economically draining corporate welfare state, the
relentless perpetuation of America’s wars,
sovereignty-shredding trade agreements, and the
unpunished crimes of Wall Street against Main Street.
Nader shows how Left-Right coalitions can prevail
over the corporate state and crony capitalism. He
draws on his extensive experience working with
grassroots organizations in Washington and reveals
the many surprising victories by united progressive
and conservative forces. As a participator in, and
keen observer of, these budding alliances, he breaks
new ground in showing how such coalitions can
overcome specific obstacles that divide them, and
how they can expand their power on Capitol Hill, in
the courts, and in the decisive arena of public opinion.
Americans can reclaim their right to consume safe
foods and drugs, live in healthy environments, receive
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fair rewards for their work, resist empire, regain
control of taxpayer assets, strengthen investor rights,
and make bureaucrats more efficient and
accountable. Nader argues it is in the interest of
citizens of different political labels to join in the
struggle against the corporate state that will, if left
unchecked, ruin the Republic, override our
constitution, and shred the basic rights of the
American people.
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