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Stalin
I have been working on this book since leaving Russia in April of 1972. It was my
wish to write this book in English, and there were what seemed to me to be serious
reasons for doing so. In recent years there has appeared a wealth of literature, in
Russian, about Russia. As a rule, this literature has been published outside the
USSR by authors who still live in the Soviet Union or who have only recently left it.
A fair amount of important literature is being translated into English, but I believe it
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will be read main ly by specialists in Russian studies, or by those who have a great
interest in the subject already. The majority of Russian authors write, of course, for
the Russian reader or for an imagined Western public. It is my feeling that Russian
authors have serious difficulties in understanding the men tality of Westerners, and
that there still exists a gap between the visions of Russians and non-Russians. I
have made my humble attempt to bridge ~his gap and I will be happy if I am even
partly successful. The Russian world is indeed fascinating. Many people who visit
Russia for a few days or weeks find it a country full of historical charm, fantastic
architecture and infinite mystery. For many inside the country, especial ly for those
in conflict with the Soviet authorities.

Stalin's Curse
The breakthrough bestseller by a German academic (and longtime researcher with
the German military archives) that documented Stalin's murderous war against the
German army and the German people to today's German public. Based on the late
Joachim Hoffmann's lifelong study of German and Russian military records, Stalin's
War of Extermination not only reveals--as never before--the Red Army's grisly
record of atrocities against soldiers and civilians, but establishes beyond cavil that
torture, murder, and rape of the captive and the helpless was official Soviet policy,
as ordered by Comrade J.V. Stalin. In detail: Since the 1920s, Stalin planned to
invade Western Europe in order to initiate the "World Revolution." The outbreak of
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war between Germany and the Western Allies in 1939 gave Stalin the opportunity
to prepare an attack against Europe which was unparalleled in history both in
terms of Stalin's far-reaching goals as well as in terms of the amount of troops and
armaments amassed at the Soviet border. Of course, Stalin's aggressive intentions
did not escape Germany's notice who in turn planned a preventive strike against
the Red Army. However, the Germans obviously underestimated both the strength
of the Red Army and the determination of its leaders. What unfolded in June 1941
was undoubtedly the most-cruel war in history. Dr. Hoffmann's book shows in
detail how Stalin and his Bolshevik henchman used unimaginable violence and
atrocities to break any resistance in the Red Army and to force their unwilling
soldiers to fight against the Germans who were anticipated as liberators from
Stalinist oppression by most Russians. Stalin ordered not only to kill all German
POWs, but also to kill Soviet soldiers who fell into German hands alive, because
they failed to fight to their death. Dr. Hoffmann also explains how Soviet
propagandists incited their soldiers to unlimited hatred against everything German,
and he gives the reader a short but extremely unpleasant glimpse into what
happened when these Soviet soldiers, dehumanized by Soviet propaganda and
brutality, finally reached German soil in 1945: A gigantic wave of looting, arson,
rape, torture, and mass murder befell East Germany. After reading this book, the
world should thank the German Army that they prevented Stalin from succeeding
with his plans of World Revolution, despite all the wrongdoings the Germans
committed themselves. An indispensable book for all students of World War II as it
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actually happened, as well as a revisionist classic that has shaken anti-German
propagandists to the marrow.

Armor and Blood: The Battle of Kursk
A study of the development of strategic concepts in Stalin's Navy, in the context of
his foreign/defence policy, using original archival documents translated from the
Russian.

Berlin on the Brink
The Berlin blockade brought former allies to the brink of war. Britain, France, the
United States and the Soviet Union defeated and began their occupation of
Germany in 1945, and within a few years, the Soviets and their Western partners
were jockeying for control of their former foe. Attempting to thwart the Allied
powers' plans to create a unified West German government, the Soviets blocked
rail and road access to the western sectors of Berlin in June 1948. With no other
means of delivering food and supplies to the German people under their
protection, the Allies organized the Berlin airlift. In Berlin on the Brink: The
Blockade, the Airlift, and the Cold War, Daniel F. Harrington examines the "Berlin
question" from its origin in wartime plans for the occupation of Germany through
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the Paris Council of Foreign Ministers meeting in 1949. Harrington draws on
previously untapped archival sources to challenge standard accounts of the
postwar division of Germany, the origins of the blockade, the original purpose of
the airlift, and the leadership of President Harry S. Truman. While thoroughly
examining four-power diplomacy, Harrington demonstrates how the ingenuity and
hard work of the people at the bottom -- pilots, mechanics, and Berliners -- were
more vital to the airlift's success than decisions from the top. Harrington also
explores the effects of the crisis on the 1948 presidential election and on debates
about the custody and use of atomic weapons. Berlin on the Brink is a fresh,
comprehensive analysis that reshapes our understanding of a critical event of cold
war history.

Stalin's Barber
A study of the development of strategic concepts in Stalin's Navy, in the context of
his foreign/defence policy, using original archival documents translated from the
Russian.

Stalin's Ocean-going Fleet
Publisher Description
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Stalin's General
One of America’s most distinguished military historians offers the definitive
account of the greatest tank battle of World War II—an epic clash of machines and
men that matched the indomitable will of the Soviet Red Army against the
awesome might of the Nazi Wehrmacht. While the Battle of Kursk has long
captivated World War II aficionados, it has been unjustly overlooked by historians.
Drawing on the masses of new information made available by the opening of the
Russian military archives, Dennis Showalter at last corrects that error. This battle
was the critical turning point on World War II’s Eastern Front. In the aftermath of
the Red Army’s brutal repulse of the Germans at Stalingrad, the stakes could not
have been higher. More than three million men and eight thousand tanks met in
the heart of the Soviet Union, some four hundred miles south of Moscow, in an
encounter that both sides knew would reshape the war. The adversaries were at
the peak of their respective powers. On both sides, the generals and the dictators
they served were in agreement on where, why, and how to fight. The result was a
furious death grapple between two of history’s most formidable fighting forces—a
battle that might possibly have been the greatest of all time. In Armor and Blood,
Showalter re-creates every aspect of this dramatic struggle. He offers expert
perspective on strategy and tactics at the highest levels, from the halls of power in
Moscow and Berlin to the battlefield command posts on both sides. But it is the
author’s exploration of the human dimension of armored combat that truly
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distinguishes this book. In the classic tradition of John Keegan’s The Face of Battle,
Showalter’s narrative crackles with insight into the unique dynamics of tank
warfare—its effect on men’s minds as well as their bodies. Scrupulously
researched, exhaustively documented, and vividly illustrated, this book is a chilling
testament to man’s ability to build and to destroy. When the dust settled, the field
at Kursk was nothing more than a wasteland of steel carcasses, dead soldiers, and
smoking debris. The Soviet victory ended German hopes of restoring their position
on the Eastern Front, and put the Red Army on the road to Berlin. Armor and Blood
presents readers with what will likely be the authoritative study of Kursk for
decades to come. Advance praise for Armor and Blood “The size and the brutality
of the vast tank battle at Kursk appalls, this struggle that gives an especially dark
meaning to that shopworn phrase ‘last full measure.’ Prepare yourself for a wild
and feverish ride over the steppes of Russia. You can have no better guide than
Dennis E. Showalter, who speaks with an authority equaled by few military
historians.”—Robert Cowley, founding editor of MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of
Military History “A fresh, skillful, and complete synthesis of recent revelations
about this famous battle . . . As a myth buster, Armor and Blood is a must-read for
those interested in general and military history.”—David M. Glantz, editor of The
Journal of Slavic Military Studies “Refreshingly crisp, pointed prose . . . Throughout,
[Showalter] demonstrates his adeptness at interweaving discussions of big-picture
strategy with interesting revelations and anecdotes. . . . Showalter does his best
work by keeping his sights set firmly on the battle at hand, while also parsing the
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conflict for developments that would have far-reaching consequences for the
war.”—Publishers Weekly

Stalin's Ocean-going Fleet
Examines the culture of Russia, using the lives of writers, artists, and musicians to
show how Russia has struggled to define its own soul in the twentieth century.

On Stalin's Team
Histories of the USSR during World War II generally portray the Kremlin's
restoration of the Russian Orthodox Church as an attempt by an ideologically
bankrupt regime to appeal to Russian nationalism in order to counter the mortal
threat of Nazism. Here, Steven Merritt Miner argues that this version of events,
while not wholly untrue, is incomplete. Using newly opened Soviet-era archives as
well as neglected British and American sources, he examines the complex and
profound role of religion, especially Russian Orthodoxy, in the policies of Stalin's
government during World War II. Miner demonstrates that Stalin decided to restore
the Church to prominence not primarily as a means to stoke the fires of Russian
nationalism but as a tool for restoring Soviet power to areas that the Red Army
recovered from German occupation. The Kremlin also harnessed the Church for
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propaganda campaigns aimed at convincing the Western Allies that the USSR, far
from being a source of religious repression, was a bastion of religious freedom. In
his conclusion, Miner explores how Stalin's religious policy helped shape the
postwar history of the USSR.

The Devils' Alliance
antly, the pact laid the groundwork for Soviet control of Eastern Europe, a power
grab that would define the post-war order. Drawing on memoirs, diaries, and
official records from newly opened Soviet archives, The Devils' Alliance is the
authoritative work on one of the seminal episodes of World War II. In his
characteristically rich and detailed prose, Moorhouse paints a vivid picture of the
pact's origins and its enduring influence as a crucial turning point, in both the war
and in modern history.

On Stalin's Team
Roosevelt and Stalin
The most authoritative life of the Chinese leader every written, Mao: The Unknown
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Story is based on a decade of research, and on interviews with many of Mao’s
close circle in China who have never talked before — and with virtually everyone
outside China who had significant dealings with him. It is full of startling
revelations, exploding the myth of the Long March, and showing a completely
unknown Mao: he was not driven by idealism or ideology; his intimate and intricate
relationship with Stalin went back to the 1920s, ultimately bringing him to power;
he welcomed Japanese occupation of much of China; and he schemed, poisoned,
and blackmailed to get his way. After Mao conquered China in 1949, his secret goal
was to dominate the world. In chasing this dream he caused the deaths of 38
million people in the greatest famine in history. In all, well over 70 million Chinese
perished under Mao’s rule — in peacetime.

Mao
This widely acclaimed biography of Stalin and his entourage during the terrifying
decades of his supreme power transforms our understanding of Stalin as Soviet
dictator, Marxist leader, and Russian tsar. Based on groundbreaking research,
Simon Sebag Montefiore reveals the fear and betrayal, privilege and debauchery,
family life and murderous cruelty of this secret world. Written with bracing
narrative verve, this feat of scholarly research has become a classic of modern
history writing. Showing how Stalin's triumphs and crimes were the product of his
fanatical Marxism and his gifted but flawed character, this is an intimate portrait of
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a man as complicated and human as he was brutal and chilling. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

Joseph Stalin
"A tale drenched in drama and blood, heroism and cowardice, loyalty and
betrayal."—Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post The Red Army had much to
avenge when it finally reached the frontiers of the Third Reich in January 1945.
Frenzied by their terrible experiences with Wehrmacht and SS brutality, they
wreaked havoc—tanks crushing refugee columns, mass rape, pillage, and
unimaginable destruction. Hundreds of thousands of women and children froze to
death or were massacred; more than seven million fled westward from the fury of
the Red Army. It was the most terrifying example of fire and sword ever known.
Antony Beevor, renowned author of D-Day and The Battle of Arnhem, has
reconstructed the experiences of those millions caught up in the nightmare of the
Third Reich's final collapse. The Fall of Berlin is a terrible story of pride, stupidity,
fanaticism, revenge, and savagery, yet it is also one of astonishing endurance, selfsacrifice, and survival against all odds.

The Fall of Berlin 1945
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The Russian Mind Since Stalin’s Death
The interpreter for both Stalin and Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov offers the Soviet
perspective of the events of World War II

Stalin
Stalin's American Spy tells the remarkable story of Noel Field, a Soviet agent in the
US State Department in the mid-1930s. Lured to Prague in May 1949, he was
kidnapped and handed over to the Hungarian secret police. Tortured by them and
interrogated too by their Soviet superiors, Field's forced 'confessions' were
manipulated by Stalin and his East European satraps to launch a devastating series
of show-trials that led to the imprisonment and judicial murder of numerous
Czechoslovak, German, Polish and Hungarian party members. Yet there were other
events in his very strange career that could give rise to the suspicion that Field
was an American spy who had infiltrated the Communist movement at the behest
of Allen Dulles, the wartime OSS chief in Switzerland who later headed the CIA.
Never tried, Field and his wife were imprisoned in Budapest until 1954, then
granted political asylum in Hungary, where they lived out their sterile last years.
This new biography takes a fresh look at Field's relationship with Dulles, and his
role in the Alger Hiss affair. It sheds fresh light upon Soviet espionage in the United
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States and Field's relationship with Hede Massing, Ignace Reiss and Walter
Krivitsky. It also reassesses how the increasingly anti-Semitic East European showtrials were staged and dissects the 'lessons" which Stalin sought to convey through
them.

Stalin
A hugely important book that solely and fully explores for the first time the
complex partnership during World War II between FDR and Stalin, by the editor of
My Dear Mr. Stalin: The Complete Correspondence of Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Joseph V. Stalin (“History owes a debt to Susan Butler for the collection and
annotation of these exchanges”—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr). Making use of previously
classified materials from the Russian State Archive of Social and Political History,
and the Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, as well as the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and three hundred hot war messages between
Roosevelt and Stalin, Butler tells the story of how the leader of the capitalist world
and the leader of the Communist world became more than allies of convenience
during World War II. Butler reassess in-depth how the two men became partners,
how they shared the same outlook for the postwar world, and how they formed an
uneasy but deep friendship, shaping the world’s political stage from the war to the
decades leading up to and into the new century. Roosevelt and Stalin tells of the
first face-to-face meetings of the two leaders over four days in December 1943 at
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Tehran, in which the Allies focused on the next phases of the war against the Axis
Powers in Europe and Asia; of Stalin’s agreement to launch another major offensive
on the Eastern Front; and of his agreement to declare war against Japan following
the Allied victory over Germany. Butler writes of the weeklong meeting at Yalta in
February of 1945, two months before Roosevelt’s death, where the unconditional
surrender of Nazi Germany was agreed on and postwar Europe was reorganized,
and where Stalin agreed to participate in Roosevelt’s vision of the United Nations.
The book makes clear that Roosevelt worked hard to win Stalin over, pursuing the
Russian leader, always holding out the promise that Roosevelt’s own ideas were
the best bet for the future peace and security of Russia; however, Stalin was not at
all sure that Roosevelt’s concept of a world organization, even with police powers,
would be enough to keep Germany from starting a third world war, but we see how
Stalin’s view of Roosevelt evolved, how he began to see FDR as the key to a
peaceful world. Butler’s book is the first to show how FDR pushed Stalin to
reinstate religion in the Soviet Union, which he did in 1943; how J. Edgar Hoover
derailed the U.S.-planned establishment of an OSS intelligence mission in Moscow
and a Soviet counterpart in America before the 1944 election; and that Roosevelt
had wanted to involve Stalin in the testing of the atomic bomb at Alamogardo, New
Mexico. We see how Roosevelt’s death deeply affected Stalin. Averell Harriman,
American ambassador to the Soviet Union, reported that the Russian premier was
“more disturbed than I had ever seen him,” and said to Harriman, “President
Roosevelt has died but his cause must live on. We shall support President Truman
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with all our forces and all our will.” And the author explores how Churchill’s—and
Truman’s—mutual mistrust and provocation of Stalin resulted in the Cold War. A
fascinating, revelatory portrait of this crucial, world-changing partnership. From the
Hardcover edition.

A Failed Empire
A chilling, riveting account based on newly released Russian documentation that
reveals Joseph Stalin’s true motives—and the extent of his enduring commitment
to expanding the Soviet empire—during the years in which he seemingly
collaborated with Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and the capitalist West.
At the Big Three conferences of World War II, Joseph Stalin persuasively played the
role of a great world leader, whose primary concerns lay in international strategy
and power politics, and not communist ideology. Now, using recently uncovered
documents, Robert Gellately conclusively shows that, in fact, the dictator was
biding his time, determined to establish Communist regimes across Europe and
beyond. His actions during those years—and the poorly calculated responses to
them from the West—set in motion what would eventually become the Cold War.
Exciting, deeply engaging, and shrewdly perceptive, Stalin’s Curse is an
unprecedented revelation of the sinister machinations of Stalin’s Kremlin.
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Stalin
A major profile of the Soviet general credited with a decisive role in key World War
II victories compares his legend with his achievements while surveying his eventful
post-war experiences as Krushchev's disgraced defense minister. 15,000 first
printing.

At Stalin's Side
This authoritative volume analyzes the state of Russia's power transfer crises
throughout time, taking aim at Russia's unpredictable leadership changes and the
consequent crises that result from the absence of a mechanism for legitimate
succession. Leading scholars analyze this problem from the power struggles in the
Kremlin immediately following Stalin's death to the rise of Putin. Shedding new
light on Russia's systemic flaws and resulting instability, this work is essential for
practitioners and students of policy, especially as the country reemerges as an
international power with a leader who shows disconcerting tendencies to revert to
authoritarian and imperial habits.

The Last Days of Stalin
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"Service describes in unprecedented detail the first half of Stalin's life - his
childhood in Georgia as the son of a violent, drunkard father and a devoted
mother; his education and religious training; and his political activity as a young
revolutionary. No mere messenger for Lenin, Stalin was a prominent activist long
before the Russian Revolution. Equally compelling is the depiction of Stalin as
Soviet leader. Service recasts the image of Stalin as unimpeded despot; his control
was not limitless. And his conviction that enemies surrounded him was not entirely
unfounded.".

Stalin's Holy War
This is a study of the responses of the Soviet Union to the European crises which
led to World War II. It is based on a substantial body of political and diplomatic
documents that has become accessible to scholars since the opening up of former
Soviet archives in 1992.

Stalin's War of Extermination 1941-1945
Joseph Stalin was the unchallenged dictator of the Soviet Union for so long that
most historians have dismissed the officials surrounding him as mere yes-men. On
Stalin's Team overturns this view, revealing that behind Stalin were a dozen or so
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loyal and competent men who formed a remarkably effective team from the late
1920s until his death in 1953, when they accomplished a brilliant transition as a
reforming 'collective leadership'. Drawing on extensive original research, Sheila
Fitzpatrick provides the first in-depth account of Stalin's dedicated comrades-inarms, who not only worked closely with their leader, but constituted his social
circle. Key team members were Stalin's number-two man, Molotov; the military
leader Voroshilov, the charismatic and entrepreneurial Ordzhonikidze; the wily
security chief Beria; and the deceptively simple Khrushchev, who finally disbanded
the team in 1957 to become sole leader of the Soviet Union.

Stalin's Other War
Avraham Bahar leaves Albania to seek a better life in, ironically, Stalinist Russia. A
professional barber, he curries favor with the Communist regime, ultimately being
invited to become Stalin s personal barber. In the intrigue that follows Avraham, he
is not only barber to Stalin but also to the many Stalin look-alikes that the paranoid
dictator circulates to thwart possible assassination attempts."

Svetlana: The Story of Stalin's Daughter
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Stalin's Wars
'From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended
across the Continent. . .' With these words Winston Churchill famously warned the
world in a now legendary speech given in Fulton, Missouri, on March 5, 1946.
Launched as an evocative metaphor, the 'Iron Curtain' quickly became a brutal
reality in the Cold War between Capitalist West and Communist East. Not
surprisingly, for many years, people on both sides of the division have assumed
that the story of the Iron Curtain began with Churchill's 1946 speech. In this
fascinating investigation, Patrick Wright shows that this was decidedly not the
case. Starting with its original use to describe an anti-fire device fitted into
theatres, Iron Curtain tells the story of how the term evolved into such a powerful
metaphor and the myriad ways in which it shaped the world for decades before the
onset of the Cold War. Along the way, it offers fascinating perspectives on a rich
array of historical characters and developments, from the lofty aspirations and
disappointed fate of early twentieth century internationalists, through the topsyturvy experiences of the first travellers to Soviet Russia, to the theatricalization of
modern politics and international relations. And, as Wright poignantly suggests, the
term captures a particular way of thinking about the world that long pre-dates the
Cold War - and did not disappear with the fall of the Berlin Wall.
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The Whisperers
Joseph Stalin was one of the most frightening figures of the twentieth century. His
name brings to mind brutal terrorism and ruthless oppression. Yet, as New York
Times bestselling author Ian Grey shows, at the core of the Man of Steel was a
humble, puritanical Georgian peasant. What set him above others was his
intelligence, discipline, perception, indomitable will, and above all, a messianic
determination to lead Russia to a grand destiny. Grey's comprehensive biography
portrays Stalin as a complex, paradoxical figure - a leader whose power was rooted
in the tsarist traditions he abhorred and whose tyranny was based on an ambition
to ensure the strength of his party. In his single-minded dedication to the growth of
Russia under communism, Stalin was able to disregard all sense of morality. Yet,
through his magnetism, he commanded the respect of his colleagues and the
adulation of his people. Even Winston Churchill held him in awe. Stalin is a
powerful history of Russia's evolution from backward nation to world power, as well
as a dramatic portrait of a man who was called both "The Implacable" and
"Beloved Father."

Open Letters
In this widely praised book, Vladislav Zubok argues that Western interpretations of
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the Cold War have erred by exaggerating either the Kremlin's pragmatism or its
aggressiveness. Explaining the interests, aspirations, illusions, fears, and
misperceptions of the Kremlin leaders and Soviet elites, Zubok offers a Soviet
perspective on the greatest standoff of the twentieth century. Using recently
declassified Politburo records, ciphered telegrams, diaries, and taped
conversations, among other sources, Zubok offers the first work in English to cover
the entire Cold War from the Soviet side. A Failed Empire provides a history quite
different from those written by the Western victors. In a new preface for this
edition, the author adds to our understanding of today's events in Russia, including
who the new players are and how their policies will affect the state of the world in
the twenty-first century.

Stalin's Agent
Explanatory Note -- Glossary -- The Team Emerges -- The Great Break -- In Power -The Team on View -- The Great Purges -- Into War -- Postwar Hopes -- Aging Leader
-- Without Stalin -- End of the Road -- Biographies

Flawed Succession
Reveals the more personal side of the Machiavellian mastermind who not only
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orchestrated the Great Terror but also forged the USSR into a world power

Iron Curtain
A magnificent new biography that revolutionizes our understanding of Stalin and
his world It has the quality of myth: a poor cobbler’s son, a seminarian from an
oppressed outer province of the Russian empire, reinvents himself as a top leader
in a band of revolutionary zealots. When the band seizes control of the country in
the aftermath of total world war, the former seminarian ruthlessly dominates the
new regime until he stands as absolute ruler of a vast and terrible state apparatus,
with dominion over Eurasia. While still building his power base within the Bolshevik
dictatorship, he embarks upon the greatest gamble of his political life and the
largest program of social reengineering ever attempted: the collectivization of all
agriculture and industry across one sixth of the earth. Millions will die, and many
more millions will suffer, but the man will push through to the end against all
resistance and doubts. Where did such power come from? In Stalin, Stephen Kotkin
offers a biography that, at long last, is equal to this shrewd, sociopathic,
charismatic dictator in all his dimensions. The character of Stalin emerges as both
astute and blinkered, cynical and true believing, people oriented and vicious,
canny enough to see through people but prone to nonsensical beliefs. We see a
man inclined to despotism who could be utterly charming, a pragmatic ideologue,
a leader who obsessed over slights yet was a precocious geostrategic
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thinker—unique among Bolsheviks—and yet who made egregious strategic
blunders. Through it all, we see Stalin’s unflinching persistence, his sheer force of
will—perhaps the ultimate key to understanding his indelible mark on history.
Stalin gives an intimate view of the Bolshevik regime’s inner geography of power,
bringing to the fore fresh materials from Soviet military intelligence and the secret
police. Kotkin rejects the inherited wisdom about Stalin’s psychological makeup,
showing us instead how Stalin’s near paranoia was fundamentally political, and
closely tracks the Bolshevik revolution’s structural paranoia, the predicament of a
Communist regime in an overwhelmingly capitalist world, surrounded and
penetrated by enemies. At the same time, Kotkin demonstrates the impossibility of
understanding Stalin’s momentous decisions outside of the context of the tragic
history of imperial Russia. The product of a decade of intrepid research, Stalin is a
landmark achievement, a work that recasts the way we think about the Soviet
Union, revolution, dictatorship, the twentieth century, and indeed the art of history
itself. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929-1941 will be published by Penguin Press in
October 2017

Stalin's American Spy
During the fin-de-siècle and early revolutionary eras, picture postcards were an
important medium of communication for Russians of all backgrounds. In Open
Letters, the most comprehensive study of Russian picture postcards to date, Alison
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Rowley uses this medium to explore a variety of aspects of Russian popular
culture. The book is lavishly illustrated with more than 130 images, most of which
have never been published before. Through her examinations of postcards, Rowley
addresses a diverse range of topics: how landscape postcards conveyed notions of
imperialism; the role of postcards in the rise of celebrity culture; depictions of the
body on erotic and pornographic postcards; how postcards were employed to
promote differing interpretations of the First World War; and the use of postcards
by revolutionary groups seeking to overthrow the Tsarist government. Rowley
determines the extent to which Russia was embedded in Europe-wide cultural
trends by situating the Russian case within a larger European context.

Natasha's Dance
“A Matter of Loyalty” uses historical events from WWI, the Russian Revolution to
the outset of WWII as a springboard for action: Chilling theories are presented as
fiction regarding the disappearance of the Russian Royal family. Then there is the
Non Aggression Pact and Stalin’s strained political relationship with Hitler prior to
WWII. The lives of Stalin, Anastasia and a count intermingle against this
background. At times the novel’s action focuses on one character more than
another for the novel reflects the love of two men for Anastasia. After suffering
grief at the loss of her family, Grand Duchess Anastasia Nicholaevna finds the
forgiveness that helps her. Her story is one of love and loyalty not just for her
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husband who helped rescue her from imprisonment but for a world of wilderness
and beauty she comes to know outside the one of war and revolution. Her love and
loyalty encircle not just family both human and non human but the man who
opened freedom’s gate for her.

How Global Institutions Rule the World
Provides a portrait of everyday Russian life during the repression of the Stalin
years, analyzing the regime's effect on people's personal lives as they struggled to
survive in the midst of the fear, mistrust, and betrayal.

The Dark Side of Democracy
This book reviews bureau-type organizations delivering network goods,
documenting how most global institutions greatly improved their effectiveness
during the last few decades. In the current globalized world, the design and choice
of appropriate institutional rules and procedures can result in effective and
democratic global government.

Beria
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Monografie over de laatste maanden in het leven van Stalin en de periode daarna.

Stalin
This is the history of an unprecedented deception operation - the biggest KGB
deception of all time. It has never been told in full until now. There are almost
certainly people who would like it never to be told. It is the story of General
Alexander Orlov. Stalin's most loyal and trusted henchman during the Spanish Civil
War, Orlov was also the Soviet handler controlling Kim Philby, the British spy,
defector, and member of the notorious 'Cambridge Five'. Escaping Stalin's purges,
Orlov fled to America in the late 1930s and lived underground. He only dared
reveal his identity to the world after Stalin's death, in his 1953 best-seller The
Secret History of Stalin's Crimes, after which he became perhaps the best known of
all Soviet defectors, much written about, highly praised, and commemorated by
the US Congress on his death in 1973. But there is a twist in the Orlov story
beyond the dreams of even the most ingenious spy novelist: 'General Alexander
Orlov' never actually existed. The man known as 'Orlov' was in fact born Leiba
Feldbin. And while he was a loyal servant of Stalin and the controller of Philby, he
was never a General in the KGB, never truly defected to the West after his 'flight'
from the USSR, and remained a loyal Soviet agent until his death. The 'Orlov' story
as it has been accepted until now was largely the invention of the KGB - and one
perpetuated long after the end of the Cold War. In this meticulous new biography,
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Boris Volodarsky, himself a former Soviet intelligence officer, now tells the true
story behind 'Orlov' for the first time. An intriguing tale of Russian espionage and
deception, stretching from the time of Lenin to the Putin era, it is a story that many
people in the world's intelligence agencies would almost definitely prefer you not
to know about.

Stalin and the Inevitable War, 1936-1941
This is the first comprehensive biography of Lavrentii Beria, Stalin's notorious
police chief and for many years his most powerful lieutenant. Beria has long
symbolized all the evils of Stalinism, haunting the public imagination both in the
West and in the former Soviet Union. Yet because his political opponents expunged
his name from public memory after his dramatic arrest and execution in 1953, little
has been previously published about his long and tumultuous career.

A Matter of Loyalty
On June 22, 1941, just less than two years after signing the Nazi-Soviet
Agreements, Adolf Hitler's German army invaded the Soviet Union. The attack
hardly came as a surprise to Josef Stalin; in fact, history has long held that Stalin
spent the two intervening years building up his defenses against a Nazi attack.
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With the gradual declassifying of former Soviet documents, though, historians are
learning more and more about Stalin's grand plan during the years 1939-1941.
Longtime Soviet expert Albert L. Weeks has studied the newly-released information
and come to a different conclusion about the Soviet Union's pre-war buildup_it was
not precaution against German invasion at all. In fact, Weeks argues, the evidence
now suggests Soviet mobilization was aimed at an eventual invasion of Nazi
Germany. The Soviets were quietly biding their time between 1939 and 1941,
allowing the capitalist powers to destroy one another, all the while preparing for
their own Westward march. Stalin, Weeks shows, wasn't waiting for a Nazi
attack_Hitler simply beat him to the punch.
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